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SUMMARY 


I.   TYPE  OF  ACTION 

Admi  ni  strati  ve 

Draft 

Environmental  Statement 

Combined  Envi ronmental /Section  4(f)  Statement 

Final 
1 l •   PROJECT  DESCRIPTION 

This  projecfis  a  segment  of  1-90  between  Hardin,  Montana  and 

Sheridan,  Wyoming. 

j — ■ 

It  begins  approximately  1.6  miles  southeast  of  the  Town  of 

Lodge  Grass  and  extends  22.7  miles  southerly  to  the  Montana- 
Wyoming  Border.   The  project  will  be  a  full  controlled  access 
Interstate  Roadway  having  two  12-foot  lanes  each  direction  with 
10-foot  outside  and  4-foot  inside  shoulders  separated  by  a  vary- 
ing width  median.   It  will  include  a  frontage  road,  and  access 
road  and  stocklane,  two  grade  separations  and  interchanges  east 
of  Wyola  and  Aberdeen  with  a  primary  connector  roadway  (F-212  13) 
to  Wyola.   (See  Exhibit)   In  addition  to  the  two  public  grade 
separations,  various  private  access  facilities  as  shown  on  the 
exhibit  will  be, provided. 

The  present  travelled  way  (PTW),  U.S.  87,  will  be  left  in 
place  tO:serve  local  traffic  west  of  the  Interstate. 
III.   ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACTS 

The  project  will  provide  a  fast,  safe  and  efficient  transpor- 
tation facility  for  the  traveling  public.   The  character  of  the 
area  should  not  be  significantly  altered  by  this  project  and  no 
persons  or  families  will  be  displaced. 

The  selected  alignment  will  divert  traffic  from  the  present 
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travelled  highway,  U.  S.  87,  thereby  reducing  noise  for  those  living 
along  this  highway. 

The  project  lies  with  the  boundaries  of  the  Crow  Indian  Reser- 
vation. About  60%  of  right-of-way  required  is  Indian-owned.  Almost 
all  land  taken  is  dry  grazing  sunporting  cattle.  Some  dry  farming 
exists  at  the  north  end  of  the  project  and  adjacent  to  the  Wyola  and 
Aberdeen  Interchange  areas.  There  are  no  national  parks,  monuments  or 
forests  in  the  immediate  area. 

Wildlife  of  the  area  will  receive  some  impact.  Upland  game  habitat 
i will  be  disturbed  and  the  project  will  present  a  hazard  to  deer  migrating 
between  the  hills  to  the  east  and  the  Little  Big  Horn  River  bottom  lands 
to  the  west.  Antelope  range  near  the  Wyoming  Line  will  also  be  disturbed, 

There  will  be  some  economic  loss  to  highway-oriented  business  at 
Lodge  Grass  and  Wyola. 

The  area  is  largely  used  for  livestock  grazing.  The  project  will 
limit  movement  of  livestock.  This  will  be  minimized  or  eliminated  by 
stock  and  vehicular  passes  under  the  highway. 

Some  littering  will  take  place  in  an  area  that  is  now  somewhat 
remote  and  infrequently  visited  by  man.  This  is  also  true  for  noise  and 
air  pollution  associated  with  high-SDeed  roadways.  As  this  will  occur  in 
a  new  area,  there  will  be  a  reduction  of  these  pollution  items  along  the 
present  travelled  way,  U.  S.  87. 

IV.  ALTERNATIVES 

One  alternative  is  not  to  build  this  highway  project.  This  would 
not  comply  with  the  national  highway  defense  act  and  would  leave  a  gap 
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in  the  Interstate  Highway  System.  The  present  travelled  highway  through 
this  area,  U.  S.  87,  is  in  rather  poor  condition  and  would  have  to  be 
improved  to  provide  for  increased  traffic  loads  if  this  project  was  not 
built. 

Three  routes  were  investigated,  the  High  Bench  Route,  Owl  Creek 
Route,  and  the  Present  Travelled  Way  Route.  The  Owl  Creek  Route  follows 
the  general  alignment  of  Owl  Creek  from  Gray  Blanket  Creek  Road  to  the 
Montana-Wyoming  State  Line.  The  Present  Travelled  Way  Route  generally 
follows  the  existing  highway  throughout  its  length.  The  High  Bench  Route 
is  about  midway  between  these  routes  approximately  one  to  two  miles  east 
of  U.S.  87. 

The  Present  Travelled  Way  Route  was  rejected  for  its  impact  upon 
the  limited  good  farming  and  ranching  land  in  the  area.  The  Owl  Creek 
Route  was  rejected  for  its  impact  on  wildlife  in  the  area  and  to  an  area 
that  is  a  possible  future  reservoir  site.  The  High  Bench  Route  was 
selected  as  the  least  impact  on  the  overall  character  of  the  terrain. 

This  final  route  has  the  concurrence  of  the  local  populus. 


V.   FEDERAL,  STATE  AND  LOCAL  AGENCIES,  AND  OTHER  ORGANIZATIONS  FROM  WHICH 
COMMENTS  WERE  REQUESTED 

*  Agencies  from  which  comments  were  received. 


Town  Council 

Town  of  Lodge  Grass 

Lodge  Grass  ,  Montana  59050 

Crow  Indian  Tribal  Council 
Crow  Agency,  Montana  59022 


County  Commission 
Big  Horn  County 
Hardin,  Montana  59034 

Department  of  Agriculture 

630  Sansome  Street 

San  Francisco,  California  94111 
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*U.  S.  Forest  Service 
Federal  Building 
Missoula,  Montana  59801 

Economic  Development  Administration 
415  First  Avenue,  North 
Seattle,  Washington  98109 

Weather  Bureau 

P.O.  Box  11188 

Federal   Building 

125  South  State  Street 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah     84111 

Office  of  Civil  Defense 
Federal  Regional  Center 
Bothell ,  Washington     98011 

*Corps  of  Engineers 
Missouri    River  Division 
Division  Engineer 
U.S.   Army  Engineer  Division, 

Missouri   River 
P.   0.   Box  10 

(Downtown  Station) 
Omaha,  Nebraska     68101 

Dept.   of  Health,  Education  &  Welfare 
9017  Federal   Office  Building 
19th  and  Stout  Street 
Denver,   Colorado     80202 

*Dept.   of  Housing  &  Urban  Develooment 
Room  226,  Arcade  Plaza  Building 
Seattle,  Washington     98101 

•  Indian  Health  Service 
3  Seventh  Street,  West 
P.   0.   Box  2143 
Billings,  Montana     59103 

Bureau  of  Sport  Fisheries  &  Wildlife(DOI) 

P.  0.   Box  3737 

730  N.E.  Pacific  Street 

Portland,  Oregon  97232 


National  Park  Service 
1 709  Jackson  Street 
Omaha,  Nebraska  68102 


(D0I) 


Federal  Power  Commission 

555  Battery  Street 

San  Francisco,  California  94111 


Bureau  of  Land  Management 
Federal  Building 
316  North  26th  Street 
Billings,  Montana  59101 

Geological  Survey  Topoqraphy  Div. 

Federal  Center 

Denver,  Colorado  80225 

^Geological  Survey 
Water  Resources  Division 
Federal  Center 
Denver,  Colorado  80225 

*Bureau  of  Reclamation 
Region  Six 
Billings,  Montana  59103 

Soil  Conservation  Service 
Federal  Building 
316  North  26th  Street 
Billings,  Montana  59101 

^Environmental  Protection  Agency 
Denver  Federal  Center 
Denver,  Colorado  80225 

*Bureau  of  Mines 
Intermountain  Field  Operations 

Center 
Denver,  Colorado  80225 

Federal  Water  Quality  Adm. 
Northwest  Region 
Room  501 ,  Pittock  Block 
Portland,  Oregon  97205 

*U.  S.  Department  of  Transportation 
Federal  Highway  Adm. 
Helena,  Montana  59601 


*Di  rector 
Montana  Fish  and 
Helena,  Montana 


Game  Dept, 
59601 


*Council  on  Natural  Resources 
&  Development 
425  Sam  W.  Mitchell  Bldg. 
Helena,  Montana  59601 

*Bureau  of  Outdoor  Recreation 
Pacific  Northwest  Region 
1000  Second  Avenue 
Seattle,  Washington  98104 
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•Montana  Aeronautics  Commission 
P.  0.  Box  1698 
Helena,  Montana  59601 

•School  Board 
Lodge  Grass,  Montana  59050 

Rural  Electrification  Adm. 
Montana  Associated  Utilities 
Rainbow  Western  Hotel 
Great  Falls,  Montana  59401 


•Director 

State  Department  of  Health 
Helena,  Montana  59601 


Agricultural  Stabilization  & 

Research  Service 
112  West  13th  Avenue 
Helena,  Montana  59601 


^Postmaster 
Wyola,  Montana 


59089 


Postmaster 
Lodge  Grass 


Montana  59050 


^Department  of  Planning  & 
Economic  Development 
Capitol  Post  Office 
Helena,  Montana  59601 


^Superintendent 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
Crow  Agency,  Montana  59022 


VI.  DATE  DRAFT  STATEMENT  WAS  MADE  AVAILABLE  TO  C.E.Q.  -  August  26,  1971 
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FINAL  STATEMENT 


FINAL  STATEMENT 

The  following  is  an  Environmental  Final  Statement  for  Projects  1-90-9 
(13)  528,  Lodge  Grass  South;  1-90-9  (14)  542,  Wyoming  Line  North  and  F-212 
(13)  Wyola  Primary  Connection. 

I.       PURPOSE 


The  1-90-9  (13)  528  and  1-90-9  (14)  542  Interstate  Projects  are  a 
part  of  the  Interstate  and  Defense  Highway  System.  The  F-212  (13)  Project 
is  required  to  connect  the  existing  Highway  (U.S. 87)  and  the  town  of 
Wyola  to  the  Interstate  and  to  provide  reasonable  access  for  those  persons 
wanting  to  use  the  Interstate  Roadway.  These  new  roadways  will  supplement 
and  eventually  replace  the  present  travelled  way  (PTW)  U.S.  87  as  the  main 
highway  facility  through  this  area.  The  purpose  of  the  Interstate  System, 
aside  from  National  Defense,  is  to  give  the  road-user  a  high  soeed,  safe 
roadway  to  traverse  while  traveling  throughout  the  United  States,  and  to 
expedite  the  hauling  of  goods. 

II.  DESCRIPTION  OF  PROJECT 

These  Interstate  Projects,  1-90-9  (13)  528,  Lodge  Grass  South  and 
1-90-9  (14)  542,  Wyoming  Line  North,  begin  at  a  Doint  approximately  1.6 
miles  southeast  of  the  City  of  Lodge  Grass,  Montana  and  just  south  of  the 
existing  Gray  Blanket-Owl  Creek  County  Road  connecting  to  the  Interstate 
Project  1-90-9  (33)  516,  Lodge  Grass  North.  The  projects  extend  approxi- 
mately 23  miles  southerly  to  intercept  the  Montana-Wyoming  State  Line  at 
a  point  approximately  2.3  miles  east  of  the  present  highway,  U.S.  87,  all 
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lying  within  Big  Horn  County,  Montana.  The  proposed  highway  alignment 
will  generally  be  parallel  to,  but  lie  approximately  one  to  two  miles 
easterly  of  U.  S.  87  and  the  Little  Big  Horn  River. 

The  traffic  data  for  these  projects  is  as  follows: 


ADT,  1965 

-     1306 

ADT,   1991 

-     4050 

DHV 

-       530 

D 

-     55%  -  45% 

T 

-     15.6% 

V       -  70  MPH 

These  projects  will  be  designed  to  Interstate  and  Primary  Stand- 
ards. The  Interstate  will  be  a  four-lane  facility  with  12  foot  wide 
driving  lanes,  10  ft.  outside  shoulders  and  4  ft.  inside  shoulders.. 
Grades  will  not  exceed  6  percent  and  curves  will  be  no  greater  than  3° 
30'.  The  primary  connector  to  Wyola  will  be  a  two-lane  roadway  with  12 
ft.  driving  lanes  and  5  ft.  wide  shoulders  having  a  design  speed  of  60 
MPH. 

The  Interstate  lane  separation  will  vary  from  70  to  200  feet  depend- 
ing on  the  terrain  encountered.  Vertical  separation  of  lanes  will  vary 
to  blend,  the  roadways  to  the  terrain. 

The  proposed  projects  include  Interchanges  at  Wyola,  Station  663+25, 
and  Aberdeen,  Station  970.  The  Wyola  Connection  will  provide  access  to 
the  Wyola  Interchange.  An  access  road  will  connect  Aberdeen  Interchange 
to  U.  S.  87  for  local  Interstate  access. 

Interstate-over-grade  separations  will  be  provided  for  access  across 
the  Interstate  Roadway.  These  are  proposed  at  Station  48+70  for  County 
Road  No.  97  and  at  Station  429+80.  Access  rights  will  be  acquired  between 
U.  S.  87  and  the  Interstate  for  the  grade  separation  at  Station  429+80. 
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Various  private  vehicular  and  cattle  passes  will  be  provided  as 
can  be  justified  by  damages. 

A  rest  area  is  proposed  for  westbound  traffic  approximately  1/2 
mile  north  of  the  Montana-Wyoming  State  Line. 

A  1.5  mile  long  gravelled  frontage  road  is  proposed  at  the  Wyola 
Interchange.  This  will  provide  access  to  the  area  east  of  this  Inter- 
change. This  frontage  road  will  tie  the  Wyola  Primary  Connector  to  an 
existing  county  road.  Other  stock  lanes  and  dozer  trails  will  be  oro- 
vided  to  reestablish  severed  stock  trails  and  access  roads  as  needed. 

New  right-of-way  of  varying  width,  some  1,100  acres  in  all,  will 
be  needed.  Areas  such  as  the  Wyola  and  Aberdeen  Interchange  and  the 
rest  area  will  require  additional  right-of-way. 

Major  drainages  to  be  crossed  are  Owl  Creek  and  Half  Way  Creek. 
Many  other  minor  drainages  will  be  crossed.  All  structures  will  be 
designed  to  pass  the  maximum  storm  runoff  that  would  occur  within  a  50 
year  period. 

III.  DESCRIPTION  OF  EXISTING  ENVIRONMENT 
A.   HUMAN  RESOURCES 

The  region  is  served  by  two  small  communities,  Lodge  Grass,  near 
the  northern  end  of  the  projects,  and  Wyola,  which  is  about  half  way 
from  Lodge  Grass  to  the  Wyoming  Line.  Both  towns  lie  within  the  Little 
Big  Horn  Valley  and  along  U.S.  Highway  87.  They  have  limited  commercial 
facilities  and  services.  Major  purchases  must  be  made  elsewhere.  There 
are  a  few  businesses  which  depend  mostly  on  Highway  87' s  trade  and  tour- 
ists. One  such  business  would  be  the  motel  and  restaurant  at  Wyola. 
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B.   PHYSIOGRAPHY  AND  GEOLOGY 

The  area  traversed  by  these  sections  of  Interstate  Highway  lies 
along  a  series  of  interconnected  benches  and  ridges.  Topography  varies 
from  gently  sloping  basins  and  narrow  valleys  to  quite  hilly  terrain. 
Mountain  ranges  flank  the  eastern  and  western  sides  of  the  region,  the 
Big  Horn  Mountains  to  the  west  and  the  Wolf  and  Rosebud  Mountains  to  the 
east.  Both  areas  offer  \/ery   scenic  views  from  the  Little  Big  Horn  River 
Valley  dividing  the  ranges. 

The  projects  can  be  divided  into  two  topographic  areas:  the  first 
half  of  the  project  (Lodge  Grass  to  Wyola)  lies  along  the  upland  bench 
which  divides  the  east  slope  of  the  Little  Big  Horn  River  drainage  from 
that  of  the  western  slope  of  the  Owl  Creek  drainage. 

Generally  the  proposed  roadways  will  lie  along  the  western  slopes  of 
this  divide,  the  runoff  flowing  into  the  Little  Big  Horn  River.  The  Owl 
Creek  drainage  also  joins  the  Little  Big  Horn  River  near  Lodge  Grass,  or 
near  the  northern  end  of  the  project. 

The  second  half  (Wyola  to  Wyoming  State  Line)  lies  along  a  series  of 
ridges  and  valleys,  but  also  traverses  some  of  the  most  irregular  and 
rough  terrain  found  within  the  project  limits.  The  proposed  project  term- 
inates within  a  large  basin  on  the  upoer  reaches  of  Owl  Creek  drainage  at 
the  Wyoming  border. 

The  entire  project  area  is  dissected  by  many  stnall  creeks  and  gulches 
as  well  as  several  larger  drainages  such  as  Halfway  Creek. 

The  geology  in  the  vicinity  of  the  project  is  limited  to  the  shales 
and  sandstone  of  the  Upper  Cretaceous  Formation,  with  the  apparent  dominant 
member  being  the  Bearpaw  Shale.  This  formation  is  characteristically 
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bentonitic,  and  expansive  soils  are  associated  with  much  of  its  exposure. 
Overlying  Hell  Creek  sandstone  and  underlying  Parkman  sandstone  formations 
are  encountered  in  the  area  10  miles  south  of  Wyola. 

The  soil  development  is  generally  silty  with  zones  of  clayey  or  more 
granular  soils  encountered  intermittently  throughout  the  area.  Recent 
soil  patterns,  i.e.,  fans,  terraces  and  alluvium,  exhibits  similar  char- 
acteristics of  generally  silty  soils.  Expansive  soil  patterns  are  zonal 
in  the  upland  materials  and  somewhat  localized  in  alluvial  materials. 

Areas  of  general  surficial  instability  and  some  "bad! and"  erosion 
occur  in  close  association  with  these  expansive  zones.  These  alluvial 
silts  have  a  high  capacity  for  capillary  moisture  and  are  susceptible  to 
rapid  erosion  by  either  wind  or  water. 

C.   LAND  USE 

The  entire  project  lies  within  the  Crow  Indian  Reservation  and  about 
60%  of  the  land  which  the  proposed  project  crosses  is  Indian  allotments. 
Most  of  this  acreage  is  leased  to  other  land  owners  in  the  area  for  grazing 
or  crops.  Most  of  the  private  owners  are  large  ranching  interests  who  have 
varying  acreages  and  operating  methods. 

The  Little  Big  Horn  Valley  and  surrounding  areas  are  agricultural, 
consisting  mostly  of  hay  and  pasture  or  grazing  lands.  The  area  is  semi- 
arid  and  most  of  the  productive  agricultural  land  is  found  along  the  flood 
plains  of  the  Little  Big  Horn  River  and  Pass  Creek  or  from  the  manv  sprinqs 
and  seeps  common  in  the  area.  The  upland  and  bench  areas  are  mostly  grazing 
land  with  some  dry-land  crops  and  cultivated  areas  found  along  the  larger 
drainages  and  side  hills. 
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The  economy  of  the  region  and  especially  within  the  pro- 
ject area  is  mainly  cattle  ranching.   Serving  some  of  the  ranch- 
ing operations  are  several  small  stock  watering  reservoirs  located 
near  the  proposed  project.   These  were  dammed  with  earthfills  ac- 
cross  existing  gulches,  and  depend  mostly  on  seasonal  runoff  for 
their  water  storage  supply.   There  is  one  larger  storage  reser- 
voir, approximately  1/2  mile  east  and  above  the  proposed  project 
alignment.   This  pond  provides  a  large  quantity  (10-20  acres) 
of  stock  and  irrigation  water.   This  reservoir,  or  its  contribu- 
taries,  should  not  be  disturbed  by  the  proposed  construction. 
Near  the  project  alignment  are  several  wells  which  the  ranching 
interests  drilled  to  provide  additional  water. 

D.   FISH  AND  WILDLIFE 

The  entire  area  supports  a  great  many  game  animals  and  birds. 
The  Owl  Creek  drainage  area  provides  prime  feeding,  resting,  nest- 
ing and  escape  cover  for  deer,  rabbits,  pheasant  and  other  species 
of  upland  game  birds  and  animals.   The  Owl  Creek  area  is  also  con- 
sidered one  of  the  prime  hunting  grounds  on  the  Crow  Reservation 
for  deer  and  pheasant.   Other  feeding  grounds  are  found  along 
the  vegetated  areas  of  the  Little  Big  Horn  River.   The  sourround- 
ing  higher  benches  and  ridges  support  a  number  of  antelope  as 
well  as  upland  game  birds.   Owl  Creek  and  the  Little  Big  Horn 
River  support  very   few  fish  or  aquatic  life.   The  upper  reaches 
of  Owl  Creek  become  dry  nearly  every   year  and  the  Little  Big 
Horn  River  contains  too  much  silt  during  most  of  the  year  to  sup- 
port game  fish. 
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E.  VEGETATION  RESOURCES 

The  major  natural  vegetation  and  plant  types  found  in  this 
area  consist  primarily  of  western  wheatgrass,  sagebrush,  cotton- 
woods,  willows,  poplars,  and  some  prickly  pear  cactus. 

F.  CLIMATE 

The  climate  is  semi-arid  with  annual  average  rainfall  of 
15  inches.   Most  precipitation  occurs  during  spring  rains  and 
winter  snows.   Frost  penetration  ranges  up  to  36  inches  maximum. 
Frost  action  is  severe  in  the  valley  because  of  frost  susceptible 
soils  and  extensive  freezing  and  thawing.   The  temperature  ranges 
from  106  degrees  maximum  to  minus  40  degrees  minimum.   These 
extremes  occur  for  only  short  periods.   Prevailing  winds  are  from 
the  west  and  northwest. 

G.  TRANSPORTATION 


The  Burlington  Northern  Railroad  serves  both  of  these  com- 
munities.  There  are  two  railroad  sidings  in  the  area:   Spears 
Siding  north  of  Wyola,  and  Aberdeen  Siding  south  of  Wyola  near 
the  Wyoming  Line.   Both  are  used  quite  extensively  by  the  ranch- 
ing interests  to  load  and  ship  their  livestock,  this  being  the 
major  industry  of  the  region. 

Most  of  of  the  residences  and  ranching  headquarters  are  lo- 
cated near  these  townsites  or  along  accesses  to  Highway  87.   There 
are  few  county  maintained  roads  other  than  Owl  Creek  and  Grey 
Blanket  Roads,  which  provide  direct  access  from  these  communities 
into  the  ranching  areas  of  Owl  Creek  or  the  Wolf  Mountains.   The 
project  area  is  bisected  by  many  small  jeep  and  stock  trails  which 
serve  the  ranching  interests,  but  they  can  only  be  used  during 
the  dryer  seasons. 
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H.   UTILITIES 

The  Mountain  States  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company  and 
the  Big  Horn  Electric  Cooperative,  Inc.,  serve  the  area.   Their 
transmission  lines  generally  follow  U.S.  Highway  87.   Some  of 
their  service  facilities  will  require  relocation  where  they  cross 
the  alignment. 

I.   SCENIC  RESOURCES 

This  area  abounds  in  scenic  and  historic  sites,  although 
none  fall  within  the  immediate  area  of  these  proposed  highway  pro- 
jects.  About  18  miles  to  the  north  are  Custer  Battlefield  and 
other  historic  National  Monuments.   The  Crow  Agency  Headquarters 
is  also  about  20  miles  north  of  the  project  site.   The  project 
should  add  to  the  attraction  of  these  sites  by  providing  a  faster 
and  safer  route  for  the  local  and  general  travelling  public. 

;  V .   EVALUATION  OF  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACTS 

A-   ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  OF  THE  PROPOSED  ACTION 

The  projects  as  designed  will  have  some  detrimental  effect 
on  the  existing  land  surfaces  by  creating  some  unnatural  scars 
necessary  for  the  construction  of  embankments  and  excavations  on 
the  existing  terrain,  although  no  significant  change  in  the  gen- 
eral ecology  of  this  overall  agricultural  area  is  foreseen.   The 
terrain  on  which  the  proposed  roadway  will  be  constructed  is  com- 
prised primarily  of  grazing  lands  or  low-production  pastureland. 
The  project  will  involve  taking  some  cultivated  land,  although 
most  of  the  right-of-way  to  be  acquired  is  grazing  land.  The  new 
construction  will  require  some  severance. Nof  cattle  ranching  by 
limiting  movement  of  livestock  in  an  east-west  direction. 
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Farm  and  ranch  equipment  travel  will  also  be  hampered  to  a  lesser 
degree . 

Removal  of  trees  and  brush  will  be  kept  to  a  minimum  since 
most  of  the  roadways  lie  outside  of  the  heavier  vegetative  areas 
which  are  usually  found  in  the  larger  gulches.   After  construction, 
the  embankment  and  cut  slopes  and  corresponding  right-of-way  limits 
will  be  mulched  and  seeded  to  grass  to  provide  vegetative  cover 
and  assist  in  the  prevention  of  erosion. 

The  proposed  project  could  improve  the  overall  environment 
of  the  towns  of  Wyola  and  Lodge  Grass  by  diverting  and  reducing 
the  present  high-speed  traffic,  thereby  reducing  the  undesir- 
able effects  of  the  noise  and  pollutants  associated  with  traffic. 
These  aspects  go  beyond  just  environmental  settings,  and  include 
psychological  factors  such  as  the  anxiety  created  by  the  fear  for 
the  safety  of  human  and  animal  life  which  now  exists  due  to  the 
high-speed  traffic  hazards  along  the  present  travelled  way.   In 
addition  to  reducing  these  undesirable  effects,  the  project,  due 
to  its  closeproximi ty  to  these  communities,  would  provide  faster, 
safer  and  more  efficient  transportation  for  local  residents  on 
longer  distance  travels  to  and  from  the  larger  market  and  supply 
areas . 
B.   ADVERSE  ENVIRONMENTAL  EFFECTS  WHICH  CANNOT  BE  AVOIDED 

1.   Alteration  of  Existing  Character  of  the  Area: 

As  previously  mentioned,  most  of  the  area  is  grazing  land  and 
some  of  the  cattle  ranching  operations  require  some  cross  fencing 
for  smaller  pastures  and  the  moving  of  cattle  from  one  range  to 
another.   Some  hardships  will  exist,  due  to  the  project  limiting 
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such  movement,  but  it  is  proposed  to  minimize  or  eliminate  some  of 
these  adverse  effects  by  providing  stock  and  vehicular  passes  under  the 
highway.   Larger  structures  will  also  be  provided  for  passage  of  farm 
and  ranch  equipment. 

There  will  be  some  economic  losses  to  those  businesses  in  Wyola 
and  Lodge  Grass  which  are  highway-oriented  and  now  depend  on  through 
traffic  or  tourists  for  their  trade. 

Detrimental  effects  of  the  proposed  project  could  include  the 
possibility  of  the  travelling  public  depositing  trash  and  other  waste 
materials  along  the  new  highway,  but  with  or  without  the  project  this 
would  continue  along  the  existing  highway  until  such  time  as  the  public 
takes  positive  steps  toward  discontinuing  its  present  practice  of  litter 
ing  all  our  highways  and  public  rights-of-way. 

2.  Displacement  of  People: 

There  are  no  persons  or  families  living  within  the  proposed  right- 
of-way  take  for  this  project,  therefore  there  will  be  no  displacement 

of  people.   .  • 

3.  Impact  on  Recreational  Lands  and  Wildlife  Habitats: 

The  proposed  project  does  not  enter  any  designated  parks,  recrea- 
tional lands,  nor  wildlife  or  waterfowl  refuges,  but  is  a  hunting  area 
and  game  habitat.   There  is  no  involvement  with  Section  4(f)  lands. 
The  project  would  have  some  effect  on  wildlife  patterns  in  the  area. 
The  present  highway  has  existed  long  enough  for  wildlife  to  develope 
patterns  in  accordance  with  this  obstruction. 
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The  new  project  would  be  in  such  close  proximity  with  the  old  highway 
and  the  towns ites  that  its  influence  on  wildlife  patterns  and  behavior 
should  be  minor.  Most  game  is  now  found  east  of  the  proposed  construc- 
tion. At  the  Joint  Development  Council  Hearing  the  Montana  State  Fish 
and  Game  Department  indicated  that  no  special  considerations  need  be 
taken  for  the  fishing  of  the  streams-,  and  that  as  far  as  Fish  and  Game 
matters  are  concerned,  the  proposed  route  would  be  preferred  over  other 
suggested  routes. 

The  project  will  have  some  effect  on  the  hunting  and  game  habitat 
-in  the  area,  but  new  wildlife  patterns  should  develop  quickly  in  accord- 
ance with  this  new  obstruction.  There  are  no  defined  deer  migration 
routes.  Deer  generally  migrate  between  hills  to  the  east  and  the  Little 
Big  Horn  River  to  the  west.  They  will  be  exposed  to  traffic  hazards  and 
some  will  no  doubt  be  killed.  This  is  unavoidable.  Flat  curves,  both 
vertical  and  horizontal,  providing  good  sight  distance,  alonq  with  a  one- 
way roadway  to  maneuver,  will  lessen  the  number  of  accidents. 

A  number  of  antelope  exist  near  the  Wyoming-Montana  State  Line.  Their 
grazing  habits  will  be  affected,  although  not  seriously,  as  water  and  feed 
is  available  on  both  sides  of  the  roadway. 

4.  Air  or  Water  Pollution: 

No  additional  air  pollution  is  foreseen  as  a  result  of  the  proposed 
highway  other  than  from  increased  traffic  which  would  also  be  more  detri- 
mental along  the  existing  highway  without  the  new  construction.  During 
construction  the  contractor  must  conform  with  the  State's  air  pollution 
regulations. 
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Water  pollution  will  be  kept  to  a  minimum  all  along  the  alignment 
by  topsoil  replacement  and  seeding.  At  the  Owl  Creek  and  other  larger 
stream  crossings,  channel  changes  will  be  minimized  and  riprap  used  to 
minimize  stream  bed  scour  and  bank  erosion,  thus  eliminating  some  water 
pollution.  Culverts  in  enough  numbers  and  sizes  will  be  provided  to 
handle  flows  for  a  50-year  design  discharge.  In  some  cases  culvert  sizes 
will  be  increased  to  protect  against  obstruction  by  debris,  a  character- 
istic of  streams  in  this  area.  A  new  bridge  will  be  constructed  at  the 
Owl  Creek  crossing  to  provide  better  hydraulic  and  flow  features. 

5.  Land  Use: 

The  proposed  project  would  require  forsaking  agricultural   use  or 
future  land  use  alternatives  of  approximately  1,100  acres  of  land  required 
for  right-of-way  and  construction. 

The  cattle  ranching  operations  would  also  be  severed  and  somewhat 
hampered  by  the  proposed  construction. 

C.       ALTERNATIVES  TO  THE  PROPOSED  PROJECT 

One  alternative  to  the  proposed  project  would  be  not  to  construct  any 
new  roadways  through  this  area  or  region,  but  to  maintain  the  existing  PTW, 
U.S.   87  roadway,  only.     Under  this  course  of  action  current  environmental 
conditions  in  the  immediate  area  of  the  project  would  remain  the  same,  as 
well   as  the  environmental  miseries  which  would  be  experienced  in  the  com- 
munities of  Lodge  Grass  and  Wyola  in  the  near  future  due  to  the  anticipated 
increase  in  high-speed  traffic  and  associated  traffic  hazards.     For  the 
communities  of  Wyola  and  Lodge  Grass,  projected  statistics  do  not  indicate 
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any  significant  population  changes  in  the  next  50  years,  or  the  expected 
life  of  this  project.  In  fact  the  population  has  decreased  in  the  past 
20  years,  and  this  project  could  help  reverse  this  trend.  The  existing 
types  of  land  use,  primarily  agricultural  and  ranching,  would  not  vary 
appreciably  and  should  remain  static  without  the  project. 

The  PTW,  U.S.  87,  needs  repairs  badly,  and  would  not  structurally 
handle  anticipated  future  traffic.  It  would  have  to  be  rebuilt  in  the 
near  future.  Even  with  a  rebuilt  roadway,  the  expected  traffic  would 
soon  exceed  a  desirable  safety  level,  and  the  road  would  approach  obsoles- 
ence  and  have  to  be  improved  again. 

Alternate  routes  were  studied  and  outlined  in  MSHC's  Location  Report, 
dated  October,  1968.  A  Highway  Joint  Development  Council  meeting  was  held 
on  November  15,  1968,  to  discuss  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the 
various  route  corridors  as  outlined  in  this  Location  Study. 

A  Public  Hearing  was  then  held  at  Lodge  Grass  on  April  16,  1969,  and 
various  corridor  alternates  were  presented  for  consideration.  The  Owl 
Creek  Route,  which  generally  follows  the  Owl  Creek  drainage  from  Lodge 
Grass  to  the  Wyoming  Line,  and  the  PTW  Route,  which  generally  would  fol- 
low existing  Highway  87  through  the  Little  Big  Horn  Valley,  were  critic- 
ally examined  and  vigorously  opposed  by  those  attending  the  meeting.  At 
these  meetings  MSHC  proposed  a  "High  Bench  Route"  which  was  later  modified 
slightly  and  approved. 

Although  the  reports  indicated  that  the  Owl  Creek  and  PTW  Routes  were 
more  feasible  from  an  engineering  and  cost  analysis,  they  were  less  desir- 
able based  primarily  on  social  and  environmental  effects.  Therefore  the 
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High  Bench  Route  was  approved  for  the  final   corridor  location. 

A  further  alignment  location  study  was  then  made  by  the  engineer- 
ing consultant,  VTN,  Inc.,  in  April  1970,  to  determine  the  most  desir- 
able alignment  within  the  approved  High  Bench  Corridor. 

D.        RELATIONSHIP  BETWEEN  LOCAL  SHORT-TERM  USES  AND  ENCHANCEMENT  OF 

LONG-TERM  PRODUCTIVITY  OF  MAN'S   ENVIRONMENT 

A  "short-term  use"  would  be  the  allocation  of  some  1,100  acres  of 
ranching  and  agricultural   land  for  construction  of  the  project.     Because 
of  the  climate  and  geography,  the  use  of  the  land  would  probably  remain 
the  same  without  the  project.     The  proposed  roadway  has  an  assumed  econ- 
omic life  of  50  years,  but  could  have  an  actual   useful   life  well   beyond 
that  period.     Construction  of  the  proposed  project  would  preclude  the 
agricultural     productivity  of  the  land;  however,  since  this  land  is  of 
low  productivity,  the  economic  loss  would  be  negligible  and  should  be  more 
than  offset  by  economic  gains   resulting  from  the  long-term  benefits  of 
faster  and  safer  access  to  the  immediate  area. 

The  "long-term  productivity"  of  this  area  could  increase  due  to  the 
improved  transportation  facilities  to  and  from  the  larger  market  and  supply 
areas.     Although  no  drastic  changes  are  expected  in  land  use  patterns  ad- 
jacent to  the  Interstate,  possible  expansion  of  the  nearby  townsites  of 
Wyola  and  Lodge  Grass  could  occur  as  a  direct  result  of  this  project  due 
to  increased  ranching  and  farming  activities.     This  expansion  could  then 
have  a  positive  effect  on  the  landscape  and  environment,  as  well   as  the 
economic  stability  of  these  towns. 
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E .   IRREVERSIBLE  AND  IRRETRIEVABLE  COMMITMENTS  OF  RESOURCES 

Major  irreversible  commitments  of  resources  would  be  the  labor 
and  capital  expenditures  for  the  construction  of  the  project,  but 
these  would  be  more  than  returned  in  the  form  of  tangible  nroject 
benefits.  The  large  quantities  of  gravel  used  in  the  roadway  sur- 
faces, which  will  be  furnished  from  an  extremely  limited  supply, 
would  be  an  irreversible  commitment. 

The  small  quantities  of  other  miscellaneous  materials  required 
for  construction  of  the  drainage  structures,  fences,  bridges,  and  other 
surfacing  materials  would  be  irretrievable. 


V.   BENEFITS 


1.  Social  and  Economic: 

This  project  is  a  part  of  the  National  System  of  Interstate  and 
Defense  Highways  and  would  provide  and  important  route  and  assume  an 
important  role  in  the  event  of  a  national  emergency. 

The  proposed  construction  will  provide  an  improved  access  route 
for  fire  fighting  forces  dispatched  to  the  area  of  the  project  and  near- 
by communities. 

The  educational  and  religious  facilities  serving  the  rural  popula- 
tion are  in  the  more  urban  areas.  There  are  no  schools  or  churches  with- 
in the  project  site.  Upon  completion  of  the  highway,  it  will  furnish  a 
much  faster  and  safer  route  for  those  children  who  must  be  bussed  to  public 
or  private  schools. 

The  new  four-lane  highway  construction,  although  the  right-of-way 
will  be  fully  controlled  access,  can  be  expected  to  increase  the  value  of 
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properties  adjacent  to  the  site  in  the  future,  especially  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  access  points.  It  can  be  anticipated  that  additional  agricultural 
service  installations  will  be  constructed  and  ranching  and  farming  proper- 
ties improved  due  to  the  improved  transportation  facilities. 

2.  Transportation  Quality: 

The  area  residents  are  largely  ranching  and  agricultural  families 
and  are  therefore  interested  in  transporting  their  products  to  market. 
The  proposed  project  will  provide  faster  and  more  efficient  transporta- 
tion to  and  from  the  market  areas  for  these  farmers  and  ranchers. 

A  possible  beneficial  effect  could  include  the  incentive  for  the 
local  populace  to  clean  up  some  of  the  environmental  pollutants  which 
now  exist  in  and  near  their  communities. 

The  project  would  reduce  the  highway  hazards  that  now  exist  along 
the  PTW  through  the  communities  of  Wyola  and  Lodge  Grass  by  reducing  the 
high-speed,  high-volume  through  traffic. 

The  new  highway  would  provide  for  shorter  travel  distances  and 
travel  times  between  Hardin,  Montana,  and  Sheridan,  Wyoming,  by  bypass- 
ing the  restricted  speed  zones  that  now  exist  along  much  of  the  PTW.  It 
would  also  reduce  operators'  costs. 

The  proposed  project,  through  connecting  roadways,  also  provides 
good  access  to  the  railroad  in  Wyola  and  Lodge  Grass  and  perpetuates 
practical  and  reasonable  means  of  bus  service  to  these  communities. 
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VI.   MINIMIZING  ADVERSE  ENVIRONMENTAL  EFFECTS 

Very    little  clearing  will  be  required  for  construction  of 
the  proposed  project.   Beauti f ication  and  mitigation  measures  will 
be  limited  to  providing  topsoil  and  seeding  of  embankment  and  cut 
slopes  within  the  roadway  construction  limits  to  help  prevent 
erosion.   Interchange  and  Rest  Area  sites  would  be  seeded  and 
some  selected  planting  would  be  made  for  beauti fi cation  and  land- 
scape development.   Construction  and  right-of-way  areas  would  be 
cleaned  up,  dressed  and  seeded  to  restore,  as  nearly  as  possible, 
conditions  existing  before  construction. 

A  sufficient  number  of  stock  and  vehicular  underpasses,  as 
shown  on  the  exhibit,  will  be  provided  to  alleviate  some  of  the 
adverse  effects  on  movement  of  agricultural  equipment  and  live- 
stock, and  to  provide  for  smoother  farming  and  ranching  operations. 
Adequate  drainage  pipes  and  structures  will  be  provided  so  as  not 
to  disturb  existing  natural  and  man-made  drainage  facilities. 

A  curvilinear  alignment  has  been  designed  to  better  blend 
with  the  terrain.   A  vertical  alignment  which  generally  follows 
major  land  forms,  and  with  grades  steeper  than  6%    has  been  de- 
signed. 

Varying  median  widths  and  independent  vertical  alignments 
has  been  used  to  insure  better  safety  and  esthetics.   A  safety 
rest  area  is  planned  near  the  south  end  of  the  project  to  provide 
the  traveling  public  means  for  emergency  stopping  and  resting. 

Interchanges  have  been  designed  at  Wyola  and  Aberdeen  to 
provide  these  communities  and  the  surrounding  area  the  use  and 
advantages  of  a  faster,  safer,  and  more  efficient  transportation 
faci 1 i  ty . 
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VII.  PUBLIC  HEARING  COMMENTS  AND  COMMENTS  FROM  OTHER  AGENCIES 

A  public  hearing  relating  to  the  location  of  the  Lodge  Grass  South 
and  Wyoming  Line  North  Project  was  held  at  Lodge  Grass  on  Aoril  16,  1969. 
Three  basic  corridor  alternates  were  presented  for  consideration.  The 
Owl  Creek  Route,  which  generally  follows  the  Owl  Creek  drainage  and  the 
Present  Travelled  Way  Route,  which  generally  follows  the  present  primary 
highway,  U.  S.  87,  were  critically  examined  and  vigorously  opposed.  The 
third  route,  the  High  Bench  Route  which  generally  parallels  U.S.  87  through 
the  Little  Big  Horn  Valley,  some  1.5  miles  to  the  east,  was  selected  for 
design  as  a  result  of  this  hearing. 

A  public  hearing  relating  to  the  proposed  design  features  of  the  Lodge 
Grass  South  and  Wyoming  Line  North  Projects  and  for  the  proposed  location 
and  design  features  of  the  Wyola  Connection  Primary  Project  was  held  at 
Lodge  Grass  on  October  28,  1971. 

The  proposed  alignment  in  general  was  accepted.  Considerable  discussion 
was  held  regarding  the  number  and  location  of  public  access  to  the  Interstate 
Two  Interchanges,  one  at  Wyola  and  the  other  at  Aberdeen,  were  presented.  A 
petition  was  submitted  favoring  a  single  Interchange  between  the  two  locations. 
Subsequent  studies  of  access  and  severance  damages  confirmed  two  interchanges 
as  they  were  originally  located.  The  alignment  of  the  Wyola  Primary  Connector 
was  altered  to  lessen  severance  damages. 

Access,  both  private  and  public,  across  the  Interstate  was  discussed. 
Various  landowners  expressed  their  problems.  With  minor  modifications  the 
access  solutions  proposed  were  accepted  subject  to  right-of-way  considera- 
tions with  individual  owners. 
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The  design  presented  showed  a  sol  it  independent  aliqnment  for  a  mile 
of  roadway  just  north  of  the  Montana-Wyoming  State  Line.  As  a  result  of 
this  hearing  the  split  alignment  was  eliminated  and  replaced  with  a  con- 
stant median  and  independent  vertical  alignment. 

The  following  are  letters  of  comments  on  the  draft  environmental 
statement.  Where  a  response  is  in  order,  it  follows  the  letter. 
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IMtOKTTAI^i^  WATIEIK   IRESOICTIR'DIES  IBOAIK1D 


HELENA,   ?]«)XTANA 


J^VERNORFOnREST •  H.  ANOERSON.  cha 


WILBUR  WHITE.  VICG  chairman  and  se 
HOMER  C.   BAILEY,  corvallis        j^^pr^ 
RILEY  OSTBY.  wolf  roinr ^^    ^Ia^3 


*     -r  j        MAIL  ROUTE 
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! 1  s>j  Giv;  i^H_ 

I       f  30  FtJ:'.7>::±:-;,i 


£     In 
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DOUGLAS  G.    SMITH.    DIRECTOR.  HELENA 
EVERETT  REDEEM.   ronsYTH 
JOSEPH   D.   REBER.   HELEN*. 


August  30,  1971 


M  \.  A  ^\^>fTC  h  i  1 1  i  m 
StVt^tfTghway  Engineer 
Moncana  Highway  Department 
Helena,  Montana       59601 

Dear  Lew:  ■ 


We  have  received  your  re^»«4*-4m:M^~ia^£^awLyo.ur  environmental  con- 
sideration for  the  Lodge  Grass-South,  Wyoming  Line-North  and  Wyola  Primary  Con- 
nector Projects.  This  has  been  turned  over  to  our  "Environmental  Impact 
Committee"  and  will  be  reviewed  by  the  various  disciplines  within  the  Montana 
Water  Resources  Board.  Our  review  will  be  back  to  you  by  October  9,  197K. 

We  appreciate  having  the  opportunity  to  examine  your  consideration.  . 


#fc& 


fe>^ 


DGS/DM/nw 


<eo 


£esf 


Sincerely, 

MONTANA  WATER  RESOURCES  BOARD   1 

\ 
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/^'V,''~'%;s         MOKTTA2SA  WiVlVIlSIR  JRIE«OOTSL<01ES  jBOAIRHj) 


GOVERNOR  FORREST  H.  ANDERSON,  chairman 

Wll   BUR   WHITE      VICE   CHA.RMAN    AND   SF.CRETARY.   TWODOT  ■  DOUGLAS   G.    SMITH.    DIRECTOR.    HELENA 

H0M1  R  C     BA.LEY.  eonvALUS  EVERETT  REDCEN.   FORSYTH 

RILEV  OSTDY.  WOLF  ro.NT  /  JOSEPH   B     REBER     HELEN* 

%^ao/>  $*<>£tr/7~  ■        September   30,    1971 


Mr.  Lewis  M.  Chittim,  P.E. 
State  Highway  Engineer 
Montana  Highway  Commission 
Highway  Building 
Helena,  Montana   59601 

Dear  Lew: 

Our  Environmental  Coordinating  Committee  has  reviewed  your  Environmental 
Impact  Statement  for  the  Lodge  Grass  -  South,  Wyoming  Line  -  North,  and 
Wyola  Primary  Connector  Projects.   Our  comments  are  as  follows: 

Comment  #1: 

We  feel  that  the  quality  of  plan  reproduction  is  poor  and  does  not 
show  the  actual  alignment  clearly  enough  for  vletailed  comment. 


Comment  #2:  '■'■-./. 

Since  this  project  originates  on  the  Wyoming  -  Montana  State  Line, 
we  urge  the  development  of  a  rest  stop  or  a  pull-off  for  inter- 
pretation and  advertisement  of  Montana  at  the  State  Line.   This 
would  be  from  a  standpoint  of  selling  Montana  and  also  the  need 
for  a  rest  stop  in  an  isolated  area  of  the  state. 


Comment  #3: 

This  project  is  within  the  historical  range  of  the  Crow  Indian  and 
Custer's  Battlefield  is  in  the  area  and  significantly  developed 
by  the  National  Park  Service.   We  feel  that  the  State  of  Montana 
should  take  advantage  of  the  situation  and  interpret  and  prepare 
the  vistor  for  the  surroundings  in  which  he  travels. 


Comment  #4: 

Ownership  access  to  acreages  isolated  by  this  project  should  be 
considered  strongly  in  this  plan,  by  incorporating  grade  separations 
and  frontage  roads. 
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/         Mr.  Lewis  M.  Chittim,  P.E. 
/  September  30,  1971 

Page  -2- 

Comment  #5: 


Comment  #6: 

The  Owl  Creek  vicinity: 

a.  The  construction  of  this  interstate  in  the  Owl  Creek 
area  should  have  crossings  sufficient  to  pass  the 
high  water  loads  of  Owl  Creek.   The  project  should  not 
encroach  on  the  flood  plain  since  any  encroachment 

on  the  flood  plain  would  decrease  the  flow  area  and 
cause  more  problems  in  residential  areas,  etc.   The 
same  general  comments  could  be  applied  to  where  the 
project  is  close  to  or  intersects  the  flood  plain  of 
the  Little  Big  Horn  River. 

b.  The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  has  an  irrigation  project 
and  a  reservoir  at  Owl  Creek.  We  would  encourage  coop~ 
eration  with  the  Montana  Highway  Department  and  the 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  in  developing  compatibility 
between  the  interstate  and  the  reservoir-irrigation 
project.   Of  course i    we  are  taking  for  granted  that 
the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs1  project  would  not  be 
obstructed  by  the  interstate  such  as  flows  under  the 
interstate. 

c.  The  bridge  structure  across  the  Owl  Creek  should  be 
asthetically  pleasing  and  compatible  with  the  environ- 
ment of  the  Lodge  Grass  area. 

Comment  #7: 

There  should  be  signs  to  warn  the  traveler  that  this  is  a 
major  crossing  for  big  game  and  that  will  indicate  a  speed 
limit  through  the  area  during  the  specified  hours. 

Comment  #8: 

The  Little  Big  Horn  River  is  directly  adjacent  to  the  interstate 
in  Section  19.   The  small  scale  plan  that  is  included  in  this 
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It  is  mentioned  in  the  impact  statement  that  grasses  will  be  :.  j 

re-established  on  the  cut  and  fill  slopes.   V.'e  would  like  to         '  ./    ■' .  •;'>■    \ 
emphasize  the  need  to  consider  other  vegetation  such  as  shrub  \ 

or  tree  cover  that  is  indigenous  to  particular  vicinities  of 
this  contract.   Flatten  cut  and  fill  slopes  where  possible 
so  revegetation  will  be  more  adaptable. 


\  ^'w/jfM»^1f  *y :  ■« *»*<fi  ■-  ■ 


7 


/ 

/ 

/  ; 

/  ..-■ 
i  ■ 


Mr.  Lewis  M.  Chittim,  P.E. 
September  30,  1971 
Page  -3- 


impact  statement  indicates  existing  stream  meanders  being 
chopped  off.   Evidently  this  would  mean  that  the  Little  Big 
Horn  would  be  rechannalized  and  rip-rapped.   Perhaps  this 
should  be  carefully  examined  from  not  only  a  fishery  stand- 
point, but  an  economic  standpoint.   We  urge  trying  to  avoid 
the  Little  Big  Horn  River  if  possible. 


Thank  you  for  this  opportunity  to  review  this  impact  statement. 

Sincerely, 


MONTANA  WATER  RESOURCES  BOARD 


\ 


Douglas  G.  Smith 
Director 


/ 


k 


L/ 


7  <A 


/■y-r-.^ 


.■■      ;■■■■> 


DGS/RM/ckc 


u^im 
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#1.  The  plan  quality  refers  to  area  photos  used  as  an  exhibit.  These 

photos  have  been  replaced  with  a  strip  map  of  better  quality  reproduction, 

#2.  A  Rest  Area  will  be  provided  for  motorists  entering  Montana.  It  is 

anticipated  that  a  siqn  advertisinq  Montana  will  be  placed  there. 

#3.  Along  with  advertisinq  Montana,  the  Rest  Area  Signing  will  describe 

the  historic  significance  of  the  area  the  motorist  is  about  to  enter. 

#4.  Grade  separations  and  frontage  roads  have  been  incorporated  where 

possible  to  perpetuate  local  travel  as  it  now  exists.  This  includes  two 

interchanges,  two  grade  separations,  1.5  miles  of  frontage  road,  private 

vehicular  and  cattle  passes  and  stock  lanes. 

#5.  Cut  and  fill  slopes  will  be  planted  with  grasses.  There  is  very 

little  shrubbery  and  tree  cover  in  this  particular  area  and  then  only  in 

the  small  drainages.  These  minor  areas  are  too  small  to  warrant  planting 

of  shrubs  and  trees  and  it  is  questionable  that,  if  planted,  they  would 

survive. 

#6.  a.  The  Owl  Creek  Crossing  will  be  desiqned  to  pass  a  50  year  storm. 

This  accords  with  current  policy.  There  will  be  little  encroachment  on 

either  the  Little  Big  Horn  River  or  Owl  Creek  flood  plains.  There  are  no 

residential  areas  adjacent  to  the  project. 

b.  The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  Irrigation  Project  and  Reservoir  on 
Owl  Creek  is  in  very  preliminary  stages. 
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The  feasibility  of  this  project  has  not  yet  been  ascertained  and 
is  currently  being  studied.  There  are  no  provisions  in  this  nroject  for 
handling  future  irrigation  flow.  This  will  be  taken  into  account  once 
feasibility  is  determined  and  definite  plans  are  made.  This  may  occur 
before,  during  or  possibly  after  new  highway  construction. 

c.  The  proposed  structure  across  Owl  Creek  will  be  a  clear  span  type 
and  will  be  asthetically  pleasing  and  compatible  with  the  surrounding 
environment. 

#7.  As  noted  in  the  report  there  are  n_o  major  big  game  crossings  within 
the  area  the  project  traverses.  A  speed  limit  through  the  project  during 
specified  hours  would  be  an  inconvenience  to  the  highway-user  and  unneces- 
sary. 

#7.  At  the  beginning  of  the  project  a  dormant  meander  of  the  Little  Big 
Horn  River  is  encroached  upon.  The  meander  has  long  been  bypassed  by  the 
natural  rechannelization  of  the  river.  The  fill  encroachment  is  not  con- 
sidered detrimental  to  channel  flow.  No  rechannelization  or  rip-rap  will 
be  necessary.  The  improved  strip  map  will  better  show  the  relationship 
between  the  river  and  the  Interstate  Roadway. 
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File  No.  71H-186 


September  2,  197T 


Mr.  Grover  0.  Powers,  P.E. 
Preconstruction  Engineer 
Highway  Commission 
Capitol  Station 
Helena,  Montana  59601 

Dear  Mr.  Powers: 

Reference  is  made  to  your  letter  of  August  26,  1971,  which  summarized 
an  Environmental  Statement  of  highway  project  I  90-9(13)528,  Lodge 
Grass-South,  I  90-9(14)542,  Wyoming  Line-North,  F  212(13)  Wyola 
Primarw  Connection. 

We  have  reviewed  the  Statement  and  concur  with  its  contents. 


Sincerely* 


&msa 


*%J?  f#%M 


Lyle  E.  Balderson,  Director 
Community  Development  Division 

LEB:LFM:es 


*■••■;       '  :  ,  ■■■ 


<3>« 


JOHN    S.   ANDERSON.  MO. 

EXECUTIVE-   OFFICER 


|  J§Me  of  ^oitiima 

J&tatc  Bcparimmf  of  JSCcalff} 

Helena,  Montana    59601 

September  10,  1971 


Mr.  Lewi?  M.  Chit tin 
Montana  Highway  Commission 
Helena,  Montana   59601 


Re; 


I  90-9(13)528 

Lodge  Grass-South 

I  90-9(14)542 

Wyoming  Line-North 

F  212(13) 

Wyola  Primary  Connectio: 


Dear  Mr.  Chittim: 


t 

■  -  f 


This  office  has  reviewed  the  draft  environmental  statement 
for  the  above  referenced  project  and  we  find  it  to  be  acceptable. 
The  draft  is  herewith  returned. 


Sincerely  yours, 


VDGW/pb 

n.clo\ure 


Claiborne  V.T.  Brinck,  P.E.,  Director 
division  of  Environmental  Sanitation 


¥iP£rrrr 
il  I 
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IN  REPLY 
REFER  TO206 


UNITED  STATES 
.DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 


,w^v 


BUREAU   OF  RECLAMATION 

\regional  OFFICE.  REGION  6 
P.  O.  BOX   2553 
ILLINGS.    MONTANA      59103 


SEi 


15  1 


State  Highway  Commission 
Attention:     Mr.  Grover  0.   Powers 
Helena,  Montana     59601  - 

„      •  „4-«i   c^i-pmpnt-  for  I  90-9(12)528  Lodge  Grass-South, 

Subiect:     Environmental  Statement:  xor  i  vu  v\m  j  &  uvoia  Primarv 

1-90-9(14)542  Wyoming  Line-North  and  F  212(13)  Wyola  laimary 

- Connection  '.'■"?'*: : '.".; 

Gentlemen;  '"  '*'■:• 

1971  r      '      -  '  ;        ' 

nonagricultural  land. 

Future  plans  for  development  of  the  Pick-Sloan  Missouri  Basin  Program 
In  this  area  include  construction  of  a  large  diameter  pipeline  for 
industrial  water  supply.     These  plans  propose  crossing  your  alignment 
about  3  miles  South  of  Lodge  Grass  near  the  underpass  in Sec.   31,  T.   6  S., 
about  3  miles  fcou  8  ^  develo     d  as  t     the  exact  position 

of  our  Crossing:  '  If  and  when  our  project  is  formulated,  we  will  work 
closely  with  your  office  as  to  the  position  of  the  crossing. 

We  also  anticipate  constructing  our  Yellowtail-Wyodak  230-kv  Transmission 
we  also  cHrcicj.pdi.tt  ^  t,  foresee  any  problems  crossing 

Line  within  this  section  of  I  90,   but  do  nox  roresee  any  ^ 

your  right-of-way.  ,'       ' 


•■  1 


f£i 


i 


1  > 
I 


—  ~^— -       Sincerely  yours, 

1    Acting  Regional  Director 
!  M 

hi  m 


^^^' 
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UNITED  STATES 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

BUREAU  OF  OUTDOOR  RECREATION 


IN  REPLY  REPER  TO: 
D36 

Your  reference: 

I  90-9(13)528 

Lodge  Grass -South 

I  90-9(14)  542       J:. 

Wyoming  Line-North 

F2 12(13) 

Wyola  Primary  Connection 


PACIFIC    NORTHWEST    REGION 

1000    SECOND    AVENUE 

SEATTLE.    WASHINGTON     98104 


'.10NTANA 


\\X,  >\V 


"SEP  16 


Wl 


i~  J 


SEP  17  1371 


HELENA, 


Mi 


|\M 


AHA        j 


Lewis  M.  Chittim,  P.E.  . 

State  Highway  Engineer  1 

Montana  Highway  Commission 
Helena,  Montana  59601 

Dear  Mr.  Chittim: 

The  Draft  Environmental  Statement  for  the  above  referenced  project 

received  with  your  letter  dated  August  26,  1971,  has  been  reviewed 

by  our  staff.  We  know  of  no  public  recreation  areas,  projects,  or 

proposals  that  would  be  adversely  affected  by  this  highway  project. 

■  The  statement,  as  it  relates  to  our  programs  and  interests,  appears 

to  be  adequate. 

Sincerely  yours, 


|    Date  Reed.  Proconnt..  *-/:.f7/ ",?./_ 


Maurice  }{.  Lundy 
Regional  Director 


i.J  F    *  M  h  H  i.-j  i     :  T     !  i     -V 
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JAMES  A.    STEFFECK.    cHai.man         SEP    %    I    18/1 

'r  KCLtlD. 

'■    RICHARD  O'BRIAN,  vic^-Cmm»m«n 
CONAAO 


vict-« 


MICHAEL  D.    FERGUSON.    "e"Tj?T£M/\       MOMlKliA 


DIRECTOR: 

WILLIAM    E.    HUNT 


MEMBERS: 

ROBERT  G.   BRICKER 

MISSOULA 

TOM    BURRIS 

KOLIN 

JOHN   HEBBELMAN.    JR. 

CHINOOK 
DAVID   L.    MATOVICH 

COLUMBUS 


J3RONAUTICS   COMMISSION   f-^ffif^ 


P.  O.  BOX    1G98 
HELENA,   MONTANA     59G01 

TELEPHONE  406-449-2S06 


September  24,  1971 


Montana  Highway  Commission 

6th  Avenue  &  Roberts  .  \  . 

Helena,  Montana  59601     ;   v' 

Re:   I  90-9(13)528 

Lodge  Grass-South 

I  90-9(14)542 

Wyoming  Line-North 

F  212(13) 

Wyola  Primary  Connection 

Gentlemen: 

The  Montana  Aeronautics^^ 

The  Commission  would  concur  that 

minimize  the 
m passed  under 
ffected  in  any 


onmental  Impact  Stateme 
state  Highway  Project 


proper  and  adequate  steps  have  been  taken  to 
detrimental  effects  upon  the  environment  enco 
the  project.  No  public  use  airport  will  be  a 
way  under  the  proposed  project. 

Sincerely  yours, 

William  E.  Hunt,  Director  • 


Worthie  M.  Rauscher 
Deputy  Director 


t^«,j«-.L».,L  .1,.,  I  .J,    ■       ...—  .  aJ. 
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United  States  Department  of  the  Interior 


IN  RFJXT  RESTT.  TO 

Your  ref:  39-JGS 

I  90-9(13)528 

Lodge  Grass -South 

I  90-9(14)542 

Wyoming  Line-North 

F  212(13) 

Wyola  Primary  Connection 


GEOLOGICAL  SURVEY 

Denver  Federal  Center 

Denver,  Colorado  80225 

Water  Resources  Division 


September  27,  1971 


Mr.  Lewis  M,  Chittim  ,"'.'; "-;- .,"■••-. 

State  Highway  Engineer 
2-lontana  Highway  Commission 
Helena,  Montana  59601 

Dear  Mr.  Chittim: 

We  have  reviewed  the  environmental  statement  enclosed  with  your  letter 
of  August  26,  1971,  on  Projects  I  90-9(13)528  Lodge  Grass  South, 
1  90-9(14)  542  Wyoming  Line  North,  and  F-212C13)  Wyola  Primary 
Connection.   The  statement  considers  the  water  resources  of  the  area, 
and  we  find  no  reason  to  anticipate  adverse  lasting  effects  to  the 
water  resources  of  the  area  from  the  project  as  proposed. 

Yours  very  truly, 


I— 

Hugh  H.  Hudson 
Staff  Hydrologist 


cc: 


District  Chief,  WRD,  Helena,  Montana 
G.  H.  Davis,  Washington,  D.C. 
Code  4300  0016  w/copy  statement 
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Lodge  Gran,  Montana 

Dhtrkt  tlo.  27 

Phono  639  -  2831 


Lyle  Shick,  Superintendent 
Dolores  Murdock,  Cleft 
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MONTANA  HIGHWAY  COMMISSION 

RECEIVED 

OCT  4     1971 


HELENA,  MONT^M^^r^c,!?09 


Montana  Highway  Co.c.niscion, 
Helena,  Montana    59£OI 

Sear  Sirs: 

I  h3.ve  read  the  Draft  I  nvir  omental  Statement  sent  no  in 
August  1971,  concerning  the  proposed  Interstate  Highway 
Puojcct  1-90  between  Lodg~  Grass  and  the  Vr'yoming  Line. 

I  have  one  co.rjnent  to  make  concerning  the  V*'yola  Interchange. 
Would  it  not  "be  possible  to  nave  the  coot  of  an  interchange 
at  the  Aberdeen  site  if  the  tfyola  Interchange  were  roved 
south  of  '.'yola  at  the  appro:-: iir.ate  area  of  the  Township 
Line.   According  th  the  map  it  would  he  ah  out  the  sane 
distance  between  the  old  highway  87.  find  the  new  1-90  as  the 
proposed  cite  north  of  V'yola.   The  difference  in  distance 
for  residents  on  the  Little  Horn  Siver  and  Pass  Creek 


would  r.Ot  he  ouch  more 


\h    the  old  hifliwci; 


for  traveling  i,o  Ludge  Grans  just  to  avoid  Lhe  he£\  ler 
traffic  on  the  new  Interstate  highway. 


C7> 
O 


.1 


J 


Also,  Wyola  is  seeking  a  new  landfill  waste  disposal  rrea» 
one  thrit  would  he  easily  accessible  hut  away  fror.  hoth 
the  present  highway  and  the  now  1-90,   Sites  west  of  the 
railroad  are  undesirable  because  of  the  high  watertable« 
So  wo  would  like  a  place  east  of  the  present  highway 
but  away  from  any  horr.es,  also.   Do  you  have  any  advice 
for  a  location,  having  just  concluded  a  survey  of  the 
area,  we  hope  you  do. 


S 


1 

it 

v. 
o 
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PfY" r-; iVery  Truly  Yours, 
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Hazel  3.    Gross,   Postmaster 
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A  study  was  made  on  access  in  the  Wyola-Aberdeen  Area.     This  study 
involved  a  comparison  of  construction  costs  and  road-user  costs  of  the 
two  interchanges  shown  at  the  hearing  as  opposed  to  one  interchange. 
Excessive  grades  prevent  locating  a  possible  interchange  near  the  Town- 
ship Line.     The  most  feasible  location  for  compari ti ve  purposes  is  at 
the  point  where  Wyola  Creek  crosses  the  Interstate  alignment.     The  results 
of  this  study  was   that  it  is  more  economical   both  by  construction  first 
cost  and  road-user  costs  to  construct  an  interchange  opposite  Wyola  and 
add  ramps  to  the  grade  separation  at  Aberdeen  than  it  would  be  to  construct 
a  single  interchange  near  Wyola  Creek. 
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DEPARTMENT    OF    HEALTH.    EDUCATION.    AND    WELFARE 

•PUBLIC  HEALTH   SERVICE 

HtALTH    SCRVICES   AND   MENTAL   HEALTH    ADMINISTRATION 


Our  Reference:     C&M 


4HMtt***P0M 


Your  Reference: 

I  90-9(13)528 

Lodge  Grass-South 

I  90-9(14)542 

Wyoming  Line-North 

F  212(13) 

Wyola  Primary  Connection— 


September  30,  1971 


vrW»4UM».«»"'."EI't'-.T.— TT.VSr—^'^iaiJ 


MONTANA  HIGHWAY  CMlsSiON 

RECEIVED 

OCT  4    1971 


HELENA,  MONTANA 


BILLINGS  AREA 

INDIAN   HEALTH  SERVICE 

3    SEVENTH    STREET.    V/CST 

P.    O.    BOX    2  143 

BILLINGS.    MONTANA    59103 


Montana  Highway  Commission 
Attention:   State  Highway  Engineer 
Helena,  Montana  59601 

Gentlemen: 


The  proposed  subject  project  outlined  in  your  letter  dated  August  26,  1971, 
if  followed  as  written,  should  comply  with  all  Environmental  Health  factors 


ours 


Sinci 


Wis  ^y-PatricC  M.D. 
Direq. Cor,    Biil/ings  Area 
In/lian  HeaLth/ Service 


'     \  i  - ■  ■■tf?V\ 


x     .'.>         L.J  1  v  » 


^'.'■-l-JIV^ 


•35- 


STEW  EG;  (OIF  M©STm^TA 


Meson /xsnrc>  (SStasiiiH 


Helena,  Montana  59601 
October  A,   1971 
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Mr.  Grover  0,  Powers  X  ,'X  /X/  /  AT/  /  f 

Preconstruction  Engineer  ••- V../XC /X^/  /  ,/ 

Montana  Highway  Department  ^^X-^X  <' 


Helena ,  Montana  59601 
Dear  Grover: 


X/ 
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We  have  reviewed  the  draft  environmental  impact  statements 


■£»f\-w  -^ 


r.4-  r» 


I  90-9(12)516,  Lodge  Grass-North 

F  212(14),  Primary  Connection  to  Lodge  Grass 

and 

190-9(13)528,  Lodge  Grass-South  - 

I  90-9  (H)  542,  Wyoming  Line-North 
F  212(13),  Wyola  Primary  Connection 

and  find  that  we  have  no  comments  to  make  on  these  statements, 

Sincerely, 


fit*  4 


RWB/sd 

cc:     Clint  Bishop 
Buck  Compton 


.RALPH  W.   BOLAND,   ASSISTANT  CHIEF 
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United  States  Department  of  the  Interior 

BUREAU   OF   INDIAN   AFFAIRS 


IN  RETLY  REFER  TO: 

Roads 
638-2671     Ext.   65 


CROW  INDIAN  AGENCV 
CROW  AGENCY.  MONTANA.   59022 


October  7,  1971 


Lewis  M.  Chittim 
State  Highway  Engineer 
Montana  Highway  Commission 
Helena,  Montana  59601 

Dear  Mr*  Chittim:. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  dated  August  30,  1971  on  Project's  190-9  and 
F212  (14)  the  following  comments  are  made  relative  to  your  draft 
environmental  statement.  i 


Public  access  to  communities  along  the  proposed  route  appears  to 

be  adequate*   Selection  of  the  hill  route  better  serves  the  interest 

of  local  residents  having  cultivated  lands. 


On  Thursday,  October  28,  representatives  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  and  Crow  Tribal  Council  will  be  in  attendance  at  the  public 
hearing  scheduled  in  Lodge  Grass,  Montana. 

Sincerely  yours, 
\  Superintendent 
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~~\~:."  DEPARTMENT    OF    THE    ARMY 


iCT  1 3  1971 


OMAHA    DISTRICT.    CORPS    OF    ENGINEERS 
5.  POST   OFFICE    AND   COUR 
OMAHA.    NEBRASKA    60102 


'"     k"*7U10    U.S.  POST   OFFICE    AND   COURT    HOUSE 


'       vrirva   M'V.iTr.MA 


MROED-DC 
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7  October  1971 
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Mr.  Lewis  M.  Chittim,  P.E. 
State  Highway  Engineer 
Montana  Highway  Commission 
Helena,  Montana  59o01 


.*//!,  ,'/ 


:/ 


Dear  Mr.  Chittim: 


This  will  acknowledge  your  letter  of  26  August  1971,  transmitting 
the  Draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement  for  Projects  I  90-9(13)528, 
I  90-9(ll4)5^2,  and  F-212(13)  for  our  review  and  comment. 

The  projects,  as  proposed,  would  have  no  effect  upon  existing  Omaha 
District  projects  or  upon  projects  presently  under  consideration  ~oy 
this  office. 

Section  III.B.  states  "this  project  could  help  reverse  this  trend", 
the  trend  of  the  communities  of  Wyola  and  Lodge  Grass  to  decrease 
in  population.  It's  possible,  and  more  probable,  that  the  construction 
of  an  Interstate  Highway  1-2  miles  east  of  a  small  community  may  take 
more  away  from  that  community  economically  because  people  can  pass 
through  the  area  faster  and  safer.  The  proposed  Interstate  will  place 
people  entering  Montana  on  this  road  on  a  safe,  fast  highway  less  than 
100  miles' from  Billings,  Montana,  a  far  more  attractive  city  to  spend 
the  night  because  of  more  varied  attractions  and  facilities. 

It  is  difficult  for  one  to  understand  how  an  Interstate  Highway  will 
incite  people  to  clean  up  the  environment  as  stated  in  Section  III.C. 

Ho  mention  of  the  treatment  of  borrow  areas  is  found  in  the  Statement. 
Care  should  be  exercised  in  selection  of  borrow  areas  to  avoid  any 
unnecessary  disruption  of  the  local  environment.  Upon  completion  of 
construction,  the  borrow  areas  should  be  graded  and  seeded  with  native 
grasses  to  blend  into  the  natural  landscape.  This  will  help  reduce 
erosion  and  imnrove  the  aesthetics  of  the  borrow  areas. 
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MROED-DC 

Mr.   Lewis  M.   Chittim,  P.E. 


7  October  1971 


It  was  satisfying  to  see  the  discussion  of  the  "no  construction" 
alternative  under  Section  V.  This  discussion  was  well  presented 
and  gives  balance  to  the  Environmental  Impact   Statement. 

Sincerely  yours , 


A///CS  C&W 

0    R.<  G.   BURNETT 

Chief,  Engineering  Division 


Dsto  Reed.  PrecoriGt 


KAIL  ROUTE 

<Q  Field  Design 
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Relating  to  Section  III  .B .   of  the  oriqinal   rough  draft,  the  new 
four-lane  highway  construction,  can  be  expected  to  increase  the  value 
of  properties  adjacent  to  the  site  in  the  future,  especially  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  access  points.     It  can  be  anticipated  that  additional 
agricultural   service  installations  will   be  constructed  and  ranching 
and  farming  properties  improved  due  to  the  improved  transportation  facil- 
ities.    The  productivity  of  the  area  could  increase  due  to  the  improved 
transportation  facilities  to  and  from  the  larger  market  and  supply  areas. 
Although  no  drastic  changes   are  expected  in  land  use  patterns  adjacent 
to  the  Interstate,  possible  expansion  of  the  nearby  townsites  of  Wyola 
and  Lodge  Grass  could  occur  as  a  direct  result  of  this  project  due  to 
increased  ranching  and  farming  activities.     This  expansion  could  then 
have  a  positive  effect  on  the  population  and  economic  stability  of  these 
towns. 

Relating  to  III.C,  the  deposits  of  our  ubiquitous  national   insect, 
the  litterbug,  are  unfortunately  evident  along  the  PTW,  U.S.   87,  and  near 
its  passage  through  the  towns.     The  residents  now  have  no  real   motivation 
to  dispose  of  these  leavings,  knowing  as  they  do  that  despite  any  clean- 
up drives,  the  area  would  swiftly  be  re-littered  by  the  passing  motorists 
as  inevitably  as  the  tides.     The  PTW  has  no  controlled  access,  and  oic- 
nickers  may  stop  anywhere.     If  the  proposed  project  were  built,  the  main 
thrust  of  travel  would  be  on  a  controlled  access   road.     .Most  of  the  litter- 
ing would  move  to  the  rest  areas  provided,  where  it  could  be  more  effectively 
controlled  by  highway  maintenance  squads.     It  is   foreseen  that  the  local 
residents  might  be  hopeful   about  the  more  lastinq  effects  of  any  clean-up 
campaigns  along  the  lesser-used  U.   S.   87. 


•40- 


No  borrow  areas  are  planned  for  these  projects.  That  is  why  there 
was  no  mention  of  their  treatment.  However,  gravel  deposit  sites  will 
be  top  soiled  and  seeded  upon  completion  of  their  use  in  accordance  with 
existing  Montana  Highway  Department  Standards. 
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OfMce  of 
Chief  /  V 


UNITED  STATES 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

BUREAU  OF  MINES 
Intermountain  Field  Operation  Center 
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BUlLPlNG  20 
,      DENVER  FEDERAL  CENTER 
•/DENVER,  COLORADO     8022S 

October  8,  1971 

Your  reference: 
1-90-9(13)523 
Lodge  Grass-South 
1-90-9 (14)542 
Wyomi  ng  Line-North 
F\212(13) 
Wybla  Primary 
Connection 


IN 

ft 

El 


Mr.  Lewis  M.  Chittim   '^-iX// 
State  Highway  Engineer 
Montana  Highway  Commission 
•Helena*  Montana  59601 

•  Dear  Mr.  Chittim: 
We  reviewed  the  Draft  Environmental  Statement  for  the  T  QOiT^ 

wsst: .as  ssxsmL  s»s1b,, 

Our  search  of  files  and  l^r,.,.  ..„._  *  .,  -  '    ,, 

Therefore,  we  have  no  comments  to  offer  at  this  time. 
.■•»'-"'  .         Sincerely  yours, 

0.  M.  Bishop,  Chief 

Intermountain  Field  Operation  Center 
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OrflCl    O'    I  •    .   itC'i  / 


f:'    Draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement:  Highway 
5U8JECT.  Project  1-90-9(13)528,  1-90-9(14)542,    &  Fr212 
(13),   Big  Horn  County,   Montana 

feo.vi    i  Assistant  Secretary  for  Environment 
and  Urban  Systems 

j0        (  H.  N.  Stewart,  Division  Engineer,    FHV/A 
Helena,   Montana 


DATE. 

In   reply 
refer   loi 


OCT    1 
TEU 


Z  1371 


We  appreciate  the  opportunity  to  review  and  comment  on  this  draft 
cnvironn-.ental  impact  statement.     We  have  no  specific  comments  to 
offer  on  the  statement. 


V/e  look  forward  to  receiving  the.  final  environmental  impact  statement, 
including  the  comments  received  from  other  public  agencies  and  the 
general  public  on  the  draft  statement,  • 


bert  a  .   DeSimone* 


j    \  Assistant  Secretary 


cc: 


Regional  Federal  Highway  Administrator 
Portland,  Oregon  "  ..  . 
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FOREST  SfcFWICO 

Region  One,  Missoula,  Montana  59801 


REPLY  TO: 


SUBJECT: 


TO: 


1940  Environmental  Statement; 


OCT  I ::  lull 


Environmental  Statement — Projects  1-90-9(13)528  Lodge  Grass 
South,  1-90-9(14)  542  Wyoming  Line  North  and  F-212(13) 
Wyola  Primary  Connection 


Lewis  M.  Chittim,  State  Highway  Engineer 
Montana  State  Highway  Department 
6th  Avenue  &  Roberts 
Helena.  Montana  59601 


We  have  reviewed  the  subject  Environmental  Statement  a^nd  offer 
the  following  comments ; 

1.  The  project  is  located  several  miles  from  National  Forests 
and  except  for  additional  volumes  of  people  which  would  be  more 
likely  to  enter  the  Forests  via  this  improved  route,  no  Impact  is 
expected. 

2.  The  report  infers  on  page  4  that  some  of  the  land  is 
irrigated,  using  water  from  the  many  .springs  and  seeps  common  to 
the  area.  1 


Since  this  is  semi-arid,  special  precautions  should  be  taken  to 
insure  that  these  important  sources  of  water  and  the  irrigation 
systems  are  adequately  protected.        .  .   ' 


STEVE  YURICH 
Regional  Forester 
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Special  precautions  will  be  taken  to  protect  sources  of  water  and 
irrigation  systems  encountered. 
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Environmental  Protection  Agency 

REGION   VIII 
S 


UITE  900.   IfiGO  LINCOLN   STREET  .m.|T,„,     ..,.„„„.,        " 

DENVER.  COLORADO  0OP.O3  '  '    '   *NA   HIGHWAY  COMMISSION 

RECEIVED 


October  12,  1971 


Mr.  Lewis  M.  Chittim,  P.E. 
State  Highway  Engineer 
Montana  Highway  Commission 
Helena,  Montana  59601 


OCT  18  ,371 
"P  r,,A,  MONTANA 


Dear  Mr.  Chittim: 


The  Environmental  Protection  Agency  has  reviewed  the  draft  environ- 
mental statements  for  the  following  projects: 


1-90-9(13)528 
1-90-9(14)542 
F  212(13) 

1-90-9(12)516 
F  212(14) 


Lodge  Grass-South       ,      «-t 
Wyoming  Line  -  North 
Wyola  Primary  Connection 

Lodge  Grass  -,  -South-  'JO "  ' 
Primary  Connection  to  Lodge  Grass 


We  find  that  the  statements  adequately  cover  the  environmental  impacts 
associated  with  the  proposed  projects. 
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Sincerely  yours, 

0/  aM 

John  A.  Green 
Regional  Administrator 
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TO 


FROM 


Form  FHWA-121   (12-67) 
'UNITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


State  Highway  Commission 
Helena,  Montana 


RECEIVED 

UU    ^    VtDERAL  Hid 

Kr!rr!A,  MONTANA 


39-JGS 


DATE: 


UT  OF  TRANSPORTATION 

WAY  ADMINISTRATION 


October  20,  1971 


H.  N.  Stewart,  Division  Engineer 
Helena,  Montana 


^t9 


In  reply  refer  to:         03-24.2  D2 


subject;  pr0ject  i  90-9(13)520,  I  90-9(14)542,  and  F  212(13) 
Lodge  Grass  -  South 


*  Attached  for  your  information  is  an  October  12,  1971,  memorandum 

from  the  Department  of  Transportation  indicating  they  have  no  specific 

•'■.'■  i 

comments  to  offer  on  your  draft  environmental  statement. 

*  Attachment 


&-£idk         BUY  U.S.  SAVINGS  BONDS  REGULARLY  ON  THE  PAYROLL  SAVINGS  PLAN 


B  .-  •:   FlO    * ; 
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NVIRONMENTAL    STATEMENT 

1-90-9(13)528  LODGE  GRASS  SOUTH 

1-90-9(14)542  WYOMING  LINE  NORTH 

F-21203)  WYOLA  CONNECTION 
V.T.N.  INC. 
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